DATE , 2011

Honorable

Title

Address Line 1

Address Line 2

Dear Representative/Senator

On behalf of the [YOUR UNION NAME], I am writing to request your co-sponsorship of H.R. 328 (Filner) – the Safety, Efficiency and Accountability in Transportation Projects through Public Inspection Act.   

H.R. 328 (Filner) requires public employees to perform the inspection on all state and local transportation projects.  On transportation projects, construction inspectors are the eyes, ears and voice of the public.  Inspectors ensure that construction standards are met, that projects meet safety requirements and that the materials used stand the test of time.  They are there to ensure that the motoring public gets what they pay for and public safety and the public interest is protected.

When the construction inspection function is outsourced to a private company, there is no longer a representative of the public on the job site, and as a result, a private consultant is responsible for inspecting the work of a private construction company.  This has led to problems that threaten public safety, increase costs and delay projects.  A more detailed summary of the legislation and the need for it is enclosed. 

H.R. 328 was developed by [YOUR UNION NAME] and the National Association of State Highway and Transportation Unions (NASHTU).  NASHTU is comprised of 38 unions, including AFSCME, AFT Public Employees, CWA, IFPTE, and SEIU, from 20 states and represents hundreds of thousands of state and local transportation department employees.  [YOUR UNION NAME] is a founding member of NASHTU and represents [DESCRIBE YOUR MEMBERSHIP]. 

As was detailed in NASHTU’s highly respected reports – Highway Robbery and Highway Robbery II – enormous problems, including delays in project delivery, cost overruns, and reduced project safety and quality, have been created in recent years when state and local transportation agencies irresponsibly outsource inspection and oversight on transportation projects.

We hope you will recognize the need for H.R. 328 and will join us by co-sponsoring this important legislation.  To do so, please call Sharon Wagener, Representative Filner’s Legislative Director with at 202/225-8045.  If you have any questions or seek additional information, please contact me at [YOUR PHONE NUMBER] or Nadine Westcott with NASHTU at 916/446-0584.  

Thank you,

[NAME]
[TITLE]
[UNION.ORGANIZATION NAME]
