[DATE]
Honorable FIRST LAST

United States Senate

ADDRESS LINE 1

ADDRESS LINE 2

RE: Opposition to Proposed Amendment to Expand Costly Outsourcing of Transportation Engineering Services

Dear Senator LAST:

On behalf of the [YOUR ORGANIZATION NAME], I’m am writing to express strong opposition to the proposed amendment offered by Senator Boozman (R-AR) during the Environment and Public Works (EPW) Committee hearing on the Surface Transportation Authorization on November 9.  

The amendment, which was discussed and withdrawn during the hearing, would encourage state departments of transportation to utilize to the maximum extent possible the services of private engineering and design firms to deliver their transportation programs.  This proposal would waste billions of federal dollars on over-priced, non-competitively bid engineering contracts throughout the United States.  If this amendment is again offered when the Surface Transportation Authorization is considered on the Senate floor, I urge you to strongly oppose and vote against it.         

A recent analysis by the California Department of Transportation (DOT) found that 80 percent of studies from around the country concluded that outsourcing engineering work was more expensive than utilizing state staff.  The analysis included a study by the Texas DOT that found outsourcing engineering work was as much as 5.4 times as expensive as using state staff.  Similarly, a report out of Oregon’s DOT found that in-house design engineering services cost about 20 percent less than utilizing consultant services to perform the same work.  Georgia’s DOT also studied the issue and notes that most evidence supports the conclusion that outsourcing engineering work costs more than using state staff.
[DESCRIPTIVE PARAGRAPH ABOUT YOUR ORGANIZATION AND ITS MEMBERSHIP]
Thank you for your consideration.  If you have any questions or seek additional information, please call [CONTACT] at [PHONE AND/OR EMAIL].

Warm Regards,

[NAME]
[TITLE], [ORGANIZATION]
